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ANNUAL  REPORT 


Council  Offices, 

Holly  Dene, 

High  Street, 

Uttoxeter. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Uttoxeter  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Davies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  of  the  Uttoxeter  Urban  District  for  the  year  1961.  This 
report  has  been  compiled  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  1/62. 

The  first  few  pages  of  this  report  deal,  as  is  customary,  with 
the  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  under  review,  and  the  picture  they 
present  compares  very  favourably  with  that  of  the  country  as  a 
whole. 

There  was  a  further  rise  in  the  birth  rate  in  1961.  It  rose  to 
17.58  from  16.7  in  the  previous  year,  while  the  death  rate  fell  to 
9.89,  the  lowest  ever  recorded. 

While  the  pattern  of  the  causes  of  death  in  the  Uttoxeter  Urban 
District  remained  much  the  same  as  in  previous  years,  there  was  a 
reduction  in  the  total  number  of  deaths  due  to  cancer.  There  was, 
however,  one  more  case  in  which  death  was  due  to  cancer  of  the 
lung,  and  coronary  disease  claimed  5  more  victims  in  1961  than  in 
1960.  These  two  diseases  are  undoubtedly  the  killer  diseases  of  the 
present  time,  and  every  year  the  number  of  deaths  ascribed  to  them 
rises  still  higher. 

It  is  sad  to  record  that  3  out  of  the  46  female  deaths  in  your 
district  in  the  year  under  review  were  the  result  of  suicide,  i.e. 
6.5%. 

The  stillbirth  rate  in  1961  was  the  lowest  recorded  for  a  number 
of  years.  The  actual  number  of  stillbirths  was  3  out  of  147  births, 
live  and  still.  This  was  a  very  gratifying  reduction  from  7  out  of  a 
total  of  144  births  in  1960. 

There  was  an  increase  by  one  in  the  number  of  infant  deaths, 
however,  but  the  three  deaths  which  occurred  were  all  in  infants 
under  1  week  of  age,  and  were  associated  with  prematurity  in  two 
instances. 
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In  previous  years  I  have  commented  on  the  fact  that  very  rarely 
now-a-days  do  infants  die  from  infectious  diseases.  The  main  single 
cause  of  stillbirths  and  infant  deaths  is  prematurity,  and  the  aetiology 
of  this  is  the  subject  of  studies  and  investigations  being  carried  on 
at  the  present  time.  One  cannot  help  wondering  to  what  extent, 
where  there  is  no  apparent  physical  cause,  the  exigencies  of  life 
today  contribute  to  prematurity.  The  hard  physical  work  required 
of  women  before  the  era  of  labour  saving  devices  took  its  toll  of 
their  physical  health,  but  the  dual  responsibility  of  a  home  and 
children  and  a  job  which  many  young  mothers  shoulder  these  days 
may  have  more  far  reaching  effects. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  for  a  woman  to  rush  back  to  work  as 
soon  as  she  is  physically  capable  of  doing  so  leaving  her  infant  to 
someone  else’s  care  is  something  to  be  deprecated.  It  is  now  well 
known  that  from  birth  the  baby  begins  to  form  relationships  which 
are  vitally  important  to  its  subsequent  development,  and  of  course 
the  main  relationship  is  with  its  mother.  If  a  satisfactory  mother 
substitute,  such  as  a  grandmother,  who  will  supply  constant 
maternal  love  and  care  is  available  to  become  the  key  figure  in  the 
child’s  environment  little  harm  may  result,  but  if,  as  so  often  obtains, 
the  arrangements  for  the  child’s  care  depend  on  a  series  of  neigh¬ 
bours  and  relatives  then  the  child  lacks  something  which  is  essential 
to  its  future  mental  well-being  and  development.  This  deprivation 
cannot  be  compensated  for  by  the  material  comforts  the  additional 
income  earned  by  the  mother  can  bring.  In  this  connection  it  is 
interesting  to  learn  that  in  African  communities  where  heretofore  a 
rigid  family  life  existed  and  where  now  fathers  are  seeking  employ¬ 
ment  in  townships  instead  of  carrying  on  crafts  in  their  own  villages, 
and  more  and  more  mothers  are  following  suit,  problems  of  delin¬ 
quency  and  other  manifestations  of  emotional  deprivation  such  as 
have  been  experienced  in  more  materially  advanced  countries  for 
many  years,  are  now  having  to  be  dealt  with  for  the  first  time. 

1961  proved 'to  be  a  Measles  year  in  Uttoxeter  Urban  District 
as  elsewhere  in  the  country.  Apart  from  Measles  the  incidence  of 
infectious  disease  was  low  and  is  discussed  in  the  appropriate 
section  of  the  report. 

Housing  and  Health  go  hand  in  hand,  and  while  it  is  very 
difficult  to  obtain  accurate  statistical  evidence  of  the  direct  benefits 
of  rehousing  in  small  urban  areas  such  as  Uttoxeter,  statistics  show 
improved  morbidity  rates  in  new  towns  compared  with  the  slum 
areas  from  which  the  inhabitants  were  rehoused.  There  is  no  doubt, 
however,  that  improved  housing  conditions  and  better  amenities 
bring  increased  well  being  and  this  is  no  less  true  of  elderly  people 
than  it  is  of  families.  A  Council’s  housing  needs  are  reflected  in 
the  type  of  cases  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  consideration  for  rehousing  on  medical  grounds.  In 
Uttoxeter  it  is  apparent  that  the  demand  for  ground  floor  or 
bungalow  type  dwellings  by  elderly  people  is  growing  year  by  year — 


4 


it  has  in  fact  doubled  over  the  past  ten  years.  We  are  fortunate  in 
Uttoxeter  in  having  a  number  of  bungalows  for  our  older  inhabitants 
which  are  reasonably  near  the  centre  of  the  town.  Elderly  people 
do  not  want  to  have  a  long  walk  to  shops,  post  office  and  places  of 
entertainment.  It  may  be  pleasant  to  live  on  the  outskirts  of  a 
town  but  experience  shows  that  the  elderly,  if  rehoused  there,  tend 
to  become  housebound  because  the  effort  of  getting  to  the  centre 
of  the  town  is  too  great.  When  the  development  of  the  central  area 
of  Uttoxeter  begins  to  take  shape  I  feel  that  consideration  must  be 
given  to  dwellings  for  the  elderly.  Since  the  ground  will  be  too 
costly  for  space  consuming  bungalows  perhaps  ground  floor  flats 
combined  with  office  accommodation  could  be  considered. 

It  is  appreciated  that  in  this  modern  age  provision  must  also 
be  made  for  car  parking  reasonably  near  the  shopping  area.  Is  an 
underground  car  park,  releasing  valuable  ground  above  for  building 
too  costly  a  proposition  for  Uttoxeter  ?  If  not,  then  the  needs  of 
our  older  inhabitants,  the  proportion  of  which  is  increasing  rapidly, 
and  in  another  20 — 30  years  will  include  ourselves  and  our  contem¬ 
poraries,  may  still  be  served  in  spite  of  the  demands  of  this  machine 
age. 

Unfortunately  owing  to  flnancial  considerations  the  scheme  for 
Welfare  Accommodation  for  the  Elderly  on  the  Heath  House  Estate 
could  not  be  proceeded  with  in  1961.  It  is  the  intention  of  the 
Council  to  proceed  as  soon  as  it  is  practicable  and  it  cannot  be  too 
soon.  There  is  a  deflnite  need  for  this  specialised  type  of  accom¬ 
modation  which  enables  frail  old  people  to  maintain  an  independent 
existence  in  their  own  homes  as  long  as  possible. 

Details  regarding  the  environmental  services  are  included  in 
the  body  of  the  report  and  my  thanks  are  due  to  your  Surveyor, 
Housing  Manager  and  Rating  Officer  for  information  supplied 
and  their  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

It  remains  for  me  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Staff  of  the  Public 
Health  Department,  to  your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  his 
assistant,  and  to  the  clerical  staff,  all  of  whom  are  having  to  deal 
with  an  increasing  volume  of  work.  I  appreciate  greatly  their 
co-operation  and  support. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Davies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S,  M.  DURKIN. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  .  .  .  .  .  .  Acres,  3,351 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  Resident  Population 

(Mid  1961)  .  8,190 


Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  at  the  end  of  1961  accord¬ 


ing  to  the  Rate  Books  .  .  .  .  2,682 

Rateable  Value  .  ;£107,046 

Sum  represented  by  the  product  of  Id.  rate  .  .  £416 

Number  of  persons  per  acre  .  .  .  .  2.44 

Number  of  houses  per  acre  .  .  .  .  0.80 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  .  .  3.05 


The  Urban  District  of  Uttoxeter  is  situated  in  the  centre  of 
Rural  Staffordshire  at  the  heart  of  an  agricultural  and  dairy  farming 
district.  It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  it  possesses  a  thriving 
cattle  and  produce  market  which  draws  patronage  from  a  wide  area 
and  brings  considerable  trade  to  the  town. 

Uttoxeter  is  also  an  educational  centre.  Its  school  population 
numbers  approximately  2,300,  and  pupils  travel  to  the  Grammar 
Schools  from  as  far  afield  as  Cheadle,  Blythe  Bridge  and  Tutbury. 

Uttoxeter’s  main  industries  are  an  agricultural  machinery 
works  and  a  biscuit  factory.  A  manufacturing  dairy  and  a  corset 
factory  also  provide  employment. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  births  {Factor  0.98) 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate  . 

70 

70 

Illegitimate  . 

3 

1 

73 

71 

Crude  birth  rate  per  1,000 

estimated  population 

Adjusted  birth  rate  . 

Illegitimate  live  births  per 

cent  of  total  live  births 

Stillbirths 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate  . 

1 

1 

Illegitimate  . 

— 

1 

1  2 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 
Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Total  Live  and  Still  Births 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age 

Male  Female 

Legitimate  .  2  1 

Illegitimate  .  -  - 

2  1 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  live  births 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  of  age 

Male  Female 

Legitimate  .  2  1 

Illegitimate  .  -  - 

2  1 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks 

per  1,000  total  live  births)  . 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  week  of  age 

Male  Female 

Legitimate  .  2  1 

Illegitimate  .  - 

2  1 


Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 
week  per  1,000  total  hve  births) 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths 
under  1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live 
and  still  births) 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Maternal  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still 
births . 

Deaths  {Factor  1.12)  Male  Female 

35  46 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Adjusted  death  rate . 


Total 

140 

4 


144 

17.58 

17.22 

2.8 

Total 

2 

1 

3 

20.40 

0.37 

147 


Total 

3 


3 

20.83 

21.43 

0.0 


Total 

3 


3 

20.83 


Total 

3 


3 

20.83 


40.81 

Nil 

0.0 

Total 

81 

9.89 

11.07 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 
Uttoxeter  Urban  District,  1961 


Causes  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Measles  . 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus . 

3 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . 

— 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo- 

1 

plasms 

3 

1 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

Diabetes  . 

— 

— 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . 

3 

13 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

8 

6 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

— 

1 

Other  heart  diseases 

4 

7 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

1 

2 

Influenza 

1 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

2 

1 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system . 

— 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

— 

Gastroenteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

— 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

3 

5 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

1 

— 

All  other  accidents  . 

— 

1 

Suicide  . 

— 

3 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

35 

46 

Total 

1 


3 

4 
1 
1 

4 


16 

14 

1 

11 

3 

1 

2 

3 

1 


2 


8 

1 

1 

3 


81 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEARS  1955  to  1961 


Year 

Rates  per  1,000  estimated 

Population 

1  1 

Rate  per  1,000 
Live  Births 

Birth 

Rate 

Stillbirth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infant  Death 
Rate 

1961  . 

17.58 

0.37 

9.89 

20.83 

1960  . 

16.7 

0.8 

10.7 

14.6 

1959  . 

15.9 

0.49 

10.0 

22.6 

1958  . 

17.9 

0.62 

12.2 

14.08 

1957  . 

16.8 

11 

10.6 

37.87 

1956  . 

15.6 

0.5 

10.7 

16.4 

1955  . 

12.7 

0.26 

12.7 

31.2 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1961  and  1960  WITH  THOSE 
FOR  ENGLAND  and  WALES  FOR  THE  SAME  YEARS 


Rates  per  1,000  Estimated 

Rate  per  1000 

Year 

Population 

. 

Live  Births 

Birth 

Stillbirth 

Death 

Infant  Death 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Uttoxeter 

1961 

17.22 

0.37 

11.07 

20.83 

Urban 

(Adjusted) 

(Adjusted) 

District 

1960 

16.3 

0.8 

12.1 

14.6 

(Adjusted) 

(Adjusted) 

England 

1961 

17.4 

0.33 

12.0 

21.4 

and 

Wales 

1960 

17.1 

0.34 

11.5 

21.9 

CANCER  DEATHS 

Noted  below  are  the  total  annual  deaths  from  Cancer  according 


to  sex  in  respect  to  your  district 

The  percentage  which  these 
deaths  each  year  is  also  shown. 

Year  Male 

1961  8 

1960  6 

Site  of  Cancer  : — 

Cancer  of  stomach  ... 
Cancer  of  lungs 
Cancer  of  breast 
Cancer  uterus 
Other  sites  . 


during  1961  and  1960. 

Cancer  deaths  formed  of  the  total 


Pereentage  of 

Female 

Total 

total  deaths 

5 

13 

16.04% 

11 

17 

19.3% 

2  males 

and  1 

female 

3  males 

and  1 

female 

1  female 

1  female 

3  males  and  1 

female 

9 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICE 


Laboratory  Facilities 

This  district  is  served  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  in 
Stafford  which  is  directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the 
Ministry  of  Health.  Samples  and  specimens  submitted  by  the 
general  practitioners  and  by  the  Public  Health  Department  are 
examined  and  reported  on. 

Ambulance  Service 

A  24  hour  Ambulance  Station  is  maintained  in  Uttoxeter  by 
the  Staffordshire  County  Council ;  this  has  been  under  radio  control 
since  1956.  The  Station  is  manned  by  a  personnel  of  21  men. 

Nursing  Services 

In  your  district  there  are  two  full-time  Nurses,  one  full-time 
Midwife  and  one  full-time  Health  Visitor. 

Clinics 

During  1961,  the  Staffordshire  County  Council  provided  at 
Heath  House,  Uttoxeter,  the  following  : — 

A  School  Clinic,  an  Infant  Welfare  Centre,  an  Ante-Natal 
Clinic,  and  ancillary  services  in  connection  with  the  School 
Health  Service. 

Chiropody  Service 

This  service  was  made  available  to  Old  Age  Pensioners,  Handi¬ 
capped  Persons  and  Expectant  Mothers  by  the  Staffordshire  County 
Council  throughout  1961.  The  Clinic  was  held  at  Heath  House 
but  in  certain  circumstances  the  chiropodist  attended  persons  in 
their  own  home.s. 

Domestic  Help  Service 

The  Service  is  provided  by  the  local  health  authority  under 
permissive  powers  deriving  from  Section  29  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1948.  In  your  district  9  part-time  Helps  have  been 
employed  during  the  year  and  29  cases  have  been  assessed. 

Hospitals 

There  are  no  hospitals  in  the  Uttoxeter  Urban  District,  and 
as  in  previous  years  the  arrangements  in  this  connection  are  as 
follows  : — 

Infectious  Diseases 

The  majority  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  in  this  district  are, 
when  necessary,  admitted  to  Bucknall  Isolation  Hospital. 
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General  Medical  and  Surgical  Cases 

Patients  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  admitted  to  hospitals 
in  Derby,  Stoke-on-Trent,  Stafford  and  Burton-on-Trent. 

Maternity  and  Gynaecological  Cases 

These  cases  are  admitted  to  the  aforementioned  hospitals  and 
also  to  the  Ashbourne  Maternity  Home. 

Geriatric  Cases 

Old  people  suffering  from  chronic  illnesses  and  in  need  of  care 
and  attention  are  admitted  to  Fernleigh  Hospital,  Stafford ;  Trent 
Hospital,  Stone  ;  Ivy  House,  Cannock ;  and  occasionally  to  the 
Geriatric  Unit  at  Bucknall. 

Tuberculosis  Cases 

Most  patients  attend  the  Stafford  Chest  Clinic  by  appointment, 
but  all  are  visited  in  their  own  homes  by  the  Tuberculosis  Health 
Visitor. 


MEDICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  COUNCIL 

EMPLOYEES 

Examinations  in  connection  with  admission  to  the  Council’s 
Sick  Pay  Scheme  were  carried  out  on  9  occasions  during  1961. 


HEALTH  EDUCATION 

A  Home  Safety  Handbook  was  produced  by  the  Area  Health 
Committee  which  is  the  local  Home  Safety  Committee.  It  con¬ 
tained  contributions  from  Mrs.  D.  M.  Herbert  and  Dr.  J.  R.  Oddie 
who  at  the  time  of  compilation  of  the  Handbook  were  members  of 
the  Uttoxeter  Urban  District  Council.  As  in  previous  years  talks 
were  given  on  varying  aspects  of  Health  Education. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Although  the  overall  number  of  infectious  diseases  was  much 
greater  in  the  Uttoxeter  Urban  District  in  1961  than  in  1960 — 156 
in  1961  compared  with  22  in  1960 — the  increase  was  due  in  the 
main  to  the  fact  that  1961  was  a  ‘  Measles  ’  year.  The  table  on  the 
following  page  illustrates  the  biennial  pattern  of  the  disease. 

With  regard  to  the  other  common  notifiable  diseases  I  am 
pleased  to  be  able  to  record  that  there  were  no  notified  cases  of 
whooping  cough,  and  only  4  notified  cases  of  scarlet  fever.  Sporadic 
cases  of  erysipelas  do  occur  from  time  to  time  and  during  1961 
there  was  1  in  your  district.  There  was  also  1  notified  case  of  acute 
pneumonia. 

In  February  1961,  3  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  occurred  in  the 
Uttoxeter  Urban  District.  Laboratory  investigations  were  carried 
out  but  no  source  of  infection  was  found. 

For  the  third  year  in  succession  we  were  fortunate  in  having 
no  cases  of  dysentery  in  the  district,  nor  were  there  any  notified 
cases  of  food  poisoning  or  poliomyelitis. 


Infectious  Diseases 

Number  of 
Cases 

No.  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

— 

Measles  . 

147 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

4 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

3 

— 

Food  Poisoning  . 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic)  . 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis  (Non-Paralytic) 

— 

— 

Diphtheria . 

— 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  . 

— 

— 

Dysentery  . 

— 

— 

Para-Typhoid  . 

— 

— 

Meningitis  . 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  (Acute)  . 

1 

— 

156 

— 
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Infectious  Disease — Incidence  in  19S1  compared 

with  four  previous  years 


Disease 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 

1957 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

4 

7 

16 

13 

2 

Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

14 

3 

4 

6 

Measles  . 

147 

1 

239 

1 

7 

Erysipelas  . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5,  „  (Non-Paralytic) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  . 

— 

— 

— 

13 

— 

Paratyphoid  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

13 


14 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


There  were  no  notifications  of  tuberculosis  during  1961,  but 
there  was  one  death  from  this  disease. 

The  table  below  shows  new  cases  and  deaths  due  to  tubercu¬ 
losis,  classified  as  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary,  in  the  Uttoxeter 
Urban  District  for  the  past  five  years. 


Year 

Popula¬ 

tion 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pul. 

Non-Pul. 

Pul. 

Non-Pul. 

1961 

8,190 

■ . - 

1  .  ■ 

1 

III.  , 

1960 

8,210 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1959 

8,100 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1958 

7,940 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1957 

7,860 

1 
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PROPHYLAXIS  AGAINST  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

As  you  are  aware,  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
1948,  the  Staffordshire  County  Council  became  the  responsible 
authority  with  regard  to  immunisation  and  vaccination  throughout 
the  county. 

I  append  for  your  information  the  number  in  your  district  in 
the  various  age  groups,  who  according  to  the  records  held  in  this 
office,  were  protected  against  infectious  diseases  during  1961. 

DIPHTHERIA 

For  yet  another  year  there  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  the 
Uttoxeter  Urban  District. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation  in  1961  according  to  age  groups 


Under 

1  yr. 

1—4 

years 

5—14 

years 

Total 

Primary  Doses 

55 

77 

39 

171 

Booster  Doses 

— 

4 

131 

135 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  since  1957 


Year 

Number  o 
Prot( 

Under  1  yr. 

f  Children 
^cted 

1 — ^14  years 

Total 

Number  of 
children  receiving 
reinforcing  doses 

1961 

55 

116 

171 

135 

1960 

52 

» 

71 

123 

174 

1959 

52 

35 

87 

166 

1958 

51 

45 

96 

92 

1957 

35 

25 

60 

20 

In  the  report  for  1960  I  commented  on  the  fact  that  the  number 
of  children  receiving  protection  in  their  first  year  of  life  ought  to 
be  increased.  There  was  a  very  slight  increase  in  1961,  but  there 
was  an  appreciable  increase  in  the  number  of  children  receiving  a 
primary  course  of  protection  against  diphtheria  between  the  ages 
of  1  and  14  years — an  increase  of  approximately  64%.  This  was 
due  to  a  concentrated  effort  being  made  to  bring  the  immunisation 
state  up  to  date  of  all  children  in  their  first  year  of  school  life. 
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SMALLPOX 


The  number  of  vaccinations  according  to  the  records  received 
in  the  Public  Health  Department,  carried  out  in  the  Uttoxeter 
Urban  District  in  1961  are  as  follows  : — 


Under 

1 5  years 

Over 

1 5  years 

Total 

Primary  Vaccinations  . 

37 

4 

41 

Re-vaccinations . 

3 

19 

22 

As  this  report  is  being  written  there  is  an  overwhelming  demand 
for  Smallpox  vaccination  as  a  result  of  an  outbreak  of  the  disease 
in  Bradford  and  elsewhere.  For  several  years  now  the  very  low 
vaccination  rate  has  been  deplored.  Every  effort  has  been  made  to 
encourage  parents  to  have  their  children  vaccinated,  but  without  a 
great  deal  of  success  although  the  figure  of  37  primary  vaccinations 
(approximately  25  %  of  infants  born  during  the  year)  is  an  improve¬ 
ment  over  the  previous  year’s  figure  of  25.  As  was  the  case  with 
poliomyelitis  it  has  taken  tragedy  to  bring  home  to  parents  the 
potential  hazard  of  Smallpox,  and  provide  an  incentive  to  accept 
prophylaxis  against  the  disease. 


WHOOPING  COUGH 

There  were  no  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  in  the  Uttoxeter 
Urban  District  in  1961,  and  the  number  of  children  protected 
against  the  disease  was  higher  than  in  previous  years  as  shown  in 
the  table  below. 


Whooping  Cough  Immunisation  since  1957 


Year 

No.  of  Children 
protected 

Number  of 
children  receiving 
reinforcing  doses 

1961 

118 

— 

1960 

93 

4 

1959 

86 

— 

1958 

81 

— 

1957 

42 

— 
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POLIOMYELITIS 


Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis  was  well  maintained  in  1961. 
During  the  year  under  review  it  was  recommended  that  4th  doses 
be  given  to  school  children  between  the  ages  of  5  and  12  years  in 
order  to  maintain  their  vaccination  state. 


Year 

Primary  Doses 

Reinforcing  Doses 

1961 

436 

847 

1960 

381 

1,388 

1959 

878 

341 

The  above  table  refers  to  all  age  groups. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  SERVICES 


WATER  SUPPLY 

A.  SOURCES  OF  SUPPLY 

(i)  Bramshall 

A  shallow  well  about  ^  miles  to  the  west  of  the  town. 
Ground  level  389  ft.  A.O.D.  Gathering  ground  chiefly 
pasture  land  on  sand,  gravel  and  clay. 

Collected  into  a  main  gauging  chamber  and  from  thence  by 
gravity  to  a  covered  reservoir. 

Minimum  yield  20,000  g.p.d.  not  including  25%  compensa¬ 
tion  water. 

(ii)  Somershall 

Series  of  chambered  springs  about  3  miles  to  the  east  of  the 
town.  Ground  level  about  395  ft.  A.O.D.  Gathering  ground 
mowing,  pasture  and  plough  land. 

Collected  into  a  main  gauging  chamber  and  from  thence  by 
gravity  into  the  town. 

Minimum  yield  30,000  g.p.d.  not  including  25%  compensa¬ 
tion  water. 

(iii)  Crumpwood 

Series  of  chambered  springs  known  as  the  Wood  Springs 
about  six  miles  north  of  Uttoxeter  on  the  north  side  of  the 
River  Churnet  by  Crumpwood  Weir. 

The  water  issues  through  fissures  in  the  rock  which  is  hunter 
sandstone  occurring  near  the  surface  at  this  point,  and 
covered  in  the  immediate  vicinity  by  clay  and  alluvial  deposit. 
The  Springs  lie  at  the  foot  of  the  steep  wooded  slope  at  the 
north  side  of  the  valley,  which  is  largely  covered  with  sand 
and  gravel  at  this  point.  The  water  flows  by  gravity  to  the 
pumpwell  about  200  yards  away. 

The  total  minimum  yield  is  approximately  360,000  g.p.d. 

(iv)  Hulme  Spring  Boreholes 

Two  100  ft.  deep  12  in.  diam.  boreholes  have  been  completed 
at  Hulme  Springs  together  with  a  9  in.  diam.  main  to  deliver 
the  water  at  the  Pumping  Station  at  Crumpwood. 

The  minimum  yield  is  400,000  g.p.d. 

B.  QUALITY 

During  1961  no  complaints  were  received  about  the  water  supply 
to  the  Uttoxeter  Urban  District  throughout  the  year. 

There  has  been  no  reason  to  suspect  any  contamination  of  our 
sources  which  are  all  underground  and  constantly  chlorinated 
before  going  into  supply.  Tests  are  taken  regularly  to  ensure  that 
there  is  a  slight  residual  of  chlorine  in  supply  by  means  of  a 
colour  test  after  adding  orthotolidine  as  a  reagent. 
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Water  Analysis 


Samples  taken  for  Bacteriological  Examination 


Source 

Number 

taken 

RESULTS 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Doubt¬ 

ful 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Wells  (private)  . 

4 

2 

— 

2 

Springs  (private) 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Mains  Supply  . 

15 

12 

3 

— 

TOTAL  . 

20 

14 

3 

3 

Report  of  Sample  taken  for  Chemical  Analysis 

Sample  of — Mains  water  taken  at  Bramshall,  9th  October,  1961. 


pH  Value  .  7.1 

Parts  per  million 

Total  Solid  Matter  dried  at  212°F.  .  200.0 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  .  Nil 

Albuminoid  0.004 

Nitric  Nitrogen  .  1.0 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride  .  18.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  80° F .  Nil 

Appearance  .  . Clear,  colourless 

and  odourless 

Metallic  Contamination  .  Nil 


This  water  is  chemically  of  satisfactory  quality. 

Plumbo-  Solvency 

Bramshall  well  is  the  only  source  reported  as  liable  to  be 
plumbo-solveht,  but  as  it  is  only  a  very  small  source  of  supply 
and  is  mixed  with  another  much  larger  source  of  higher  pH 
value  before  going  into  supply  so  that  the  pH  value  of  the  mixed 
water  is  6.9,  there  is  no  need  to  take  any  further  measures. 


C.  QUANTITY 

A  new  trunk  main  between  Rocester  and  Uttoxeter  has  almost 
been  completed  and  should  ease  the  bottle  neck  to  the  town. 

The  storage  capacity  will  be  better  when  the  two  new  reinforced 
concrete  reservoirs  are  completed  at  Bramshall  and  Crumpwood. 
Work  on  these  Reservoirs  is  now  almost  complete. 
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Consumption  for  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1961. 

Average  Galls,  per  day 
(based  on  7  day  week) 


Supplies  to  Uttoxeter  R.D.C.  (Bulk)  .  71,944 

Individual  metered  supplies  in  Uttoxeter  R.D.C.  12,910 

Individual  metered  supplies  in  Ashbourne  R.D.C.  2,189 

Metered  supplies  in  Uttoxeter  U.D.C .  96,774 


183,817 

Estimate  for  unmetered  supplies  in  Uttoxeter 

R.D.C.  Area  .  3,000 

Estimate  for  unmetered  supplies  in  Ashbourne 

R.D.C.  Area  .  500 

Estimate  for  free  supplies  Somersal  .  500 

Operating  water  for  chlorination  .  1,000 


Grand  Total  other  than  Urban  Domestic  unmetered 

trade  and  total  waste  .  188,817 


Total  supplied  .  494,343 


Difference  which  is  Urban  Domestic,  unmetered 

trade  and  total  waste  .  305,526 


Estimated  Population  .  8,260 

Estimate  of  persons  otherwise  supplied  .  260 


So  Domestic  Population  is  .  8,000 

Average  Daily  Domestic  Consumption  in  galls,  per 

head,  per  day  .  38.2 


2,592  houses  with  a  population  of  8,077  persons  are  supplied 
with  water  direct  from  the  mains  into  the  houses. 

No.  of  houses  supplied  by  standpipes .  Nil 


34  houses  with  a  population  of  113  persons  have  no  piped 
supply,  but  rely  on  private  wells  and  other  sources. 


SEWERAGE 

The  new  foul  outfall  sewer  for  the  north  end  of  the  town  was 
completed  in  November,  1961.  This  has  obviated  the  overloading 
on  some  of  the  old  sewers  in  the  town. 

A  draft  scheme  for  the  remainder  of  the  sewage  system  in  the 
town  incorporating  the  extension  of  the  existing  Sewage  Works  has 
been  reviewed  by  the  Council. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


Two  large  refuse  collection  vehicles  are  in  regular  use  and  a 
smaller  vehicle  is  used  occasionally  for  collection  from  premises 
which  are  difficult  of  access,  scattered  premises  on  the  fringe  of  the 
area  and  extra  collections  of  trade  refuse,  which  latter  item  is 
charged  for. 

The  collection  of  refuse  in  most  of  the  area  is  carried  out  at 
intervals  of  about  nine  days,  but  the  centre  of  the  town  has  a 
regular  weekly  collection  each  Thursday  to  ensure  that  trade 
premises  are  cleared  of  the  accumulation  due  to  market  day.  As 
Thursday  is  half-day  closing  day  there  is  less  likelihood  of  the  refuse 
lorries  causing  obstruction  of  the  traffic. 

The  surface  soil  was  stripped  off  an  area  of  land  adjoining  the 
Sewage  Works  and  By-Pass.  A  controlled  tip  has  been  started  on 
this  low  lying  area  where  after  consolidation  of  the  refuse  the  surface 
soil  will  be  replaced  and  the  land  returned  to  agriculture. 

PETROL  INSTALLATIONS 

Petroleum  Consolidation  Act,  1928 

Twenty-nine  petrol  installations  have  been  inspected  within 
the  Urban  District  so  that  they  may  be  brought  into  line  with  the 
conditions  of  the  above  Act.  This  will  mean  much  greater  safety 
for  the  owners  of  the  installations,  buyers  of  petrol  and  the  general 
public  who  may  be  close  to  the  petrol  tanks  at  any  time. 

THEATRES  ACT,  1843 
CINEMATOGRAPH  ACTS,  1909  1952 

The  duties  of  inspection  and  licensing  in  respect  of  premises 
governed  by  the  above  Acts  was  in  July,  1959,  transferred  from  the 
Justices  to  the  Local  Authority.  Your  Public  Health  Inspector  was 
authorised  to  carry  out  the  duties,  and  during  1961  the  following 
licences  were  granted. 

Cinema  The  Elite  Cinema,  High  Street,  Uttoxeter. 

Theatre  The  Girls’  High  School,  Uttoxeter. 

Town  Hall,  Uttoxeter. 

Oldfields  Hall  County  Secondary  Girls’  School, 
Uttoxeter. 

The  necessary  inspections  have  been  made  during  performances 
and  all  the  premises  comply  with  the  appropriate  legislation  and 
are  well  maintained. 
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HOUSING 


Housing  needs  in  the  Uttoxeter  Urban  District  in  respect  of 
the  elderly  is  discussed  in  the  preamble  to  this  report,  but  the 
general  picture,  for  which  I  am  indebted  to  your  Housing  Manager, 
is  given  below. 

Details  of  progress  made  in  the  Council’s  Scheme  of  Clearance 
of  Unfit  Houses  is  included  in  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s  report. 


Number  of  Applicants  on  Waiting  List  at  beginning  of  1961 

—228. 


{a) 

(b) 

ic) 


Householder  Applicants 


Resident 

Asking 

Asking 

in 

for 

for 

Uttox- 

Non- 

1  'otal 

New  type  Old  type 

eter 

Resident 

House 

House 

Requiring  2  bedroom  accom.  21 

14 

35 

32 

3 

3  21 

17 

38 

35 

3 

3)  4  ,,  ,, 

73 

There  were  5  applicants  for  Economic  Rent  Houses  included  above. 


Lodger  Applicants 

Resident 

in  Non- 
U  ttox-  Resident 
eter 

{a)  Requiring  2  bedroom  accom.  75  16 

(&)  3  „  „  4  4 

ip)  a  4  ,,  „  1 


Asking  Asking 
for  for 

Total  New  type  Old  type 
House  House 
91  83  8 

8  6  2 

1  1  — 


100 


There  were  3  applicants  for  Economic  Rent  Houses  included  above. 


Bungalow  Applicants 

Resident 

in  Non-  Asking  for  Asking  for 

Uttoxeter  Resident  Total  New  Type  Old  type 

50  5  55  36  19 

During  the  year,  4  Flats  and  5  Bungalows  became  vacant  and 
were  re-let.  In  addition,  27  Pre-War  Type  and  9  Post-War  Type 
Houses  became  vacant  and  a  number  of  families  formerly  living  in 
these  vacated  types  of  property  transferred  to  new  houses  on  the 
Heath  House  Estate.  A  number  of  these  casual  vacancies  were  filled 
by  families  formerly  occupying  Slum  Clearance  property.  In  all, 
22  Houses  on  Heath  House  Site  were  occupied,  4  of  these  being 
allocated  to  employees  of  the  Staffordshire  County  Council  Fire 
Brigade. 
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One  exchange  of  tenancy  was  arranged  between  a  local  family 
and  a  family  from  another  District  and  5  transfers  of  tenancies  were 
completed. 

Six  families  rehoused  under  the  Overspill  Agreement  with  the 
City  of  Birmingham  left  the  District  and  returned  to  Birmingham 
on  an  exchange  basis  with  other  families  from  that  District. 

Four  houses  situated  in  Westlands  Road  were  sold,  two  with 
vacant  possession,  and  2  houses  in  Byrds  Lane  were  sold  when 
they  became  vacant. 

During  the  year,  the  Council  closed  one  of  its  Cottage  properties 
which  will  not  be  re-let. 

The  overall  total  number  of  applicants  on  the  ‘  live  ’  register 
increased  during  the  year  to  258  at  the  end  of  the  year,  these  being 
classified  as  follows  : — 


Householder  Applicants 


Resident 

Asking 

Asking 

in 

for 

for 

U  ttox- 

Non- 

Total 

New  type  Old  typ 

eter 

Resident 

House 

House 

{a) 

Requiring  2  bedroom  accom.  22 

15 

37 

34 

3 

(h) 

}}  3  ,,  ,,  17 

26 

43 

42 

1 

{c) 

4  ,,  „  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

80 


There  are  11  applicants  for  Economic  Rent  Houses  included  above. 


Lodger  Applicants 


Resident 

Asking 

Asking 

in 

Non- 

for 

for 

Uttox- 

Resident 

7  'otal 

New  type  Old  type 

eter 

House 

House 

Requiring  2  bedroom  accom.  86 

16 

102 

94 

8 

5j  3  ,,  ,,  8 

5 

13 

11 

2 

jj  4  ,, 

1 

1 

1 

— 

116 

There  are  3  applicants  for  Economic  Rent  Houses  included  above. 


Resident 

in 

Uttoxeter 

55 


Bungalow  Applicants 


Non- 

Resident 

7 


Total 

62 


Asking  for 
New  Type 


38 


Asking  for 
Old  type 


24 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  to  1959 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of 
the  year  1961,  for  the  Urban  District  of  Uttoxeter  in  the  County 
of  Staffordshire. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories 
Act,  1937. 


Part  1  of  the  Act. 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,2, 3,4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  local  authorities  ... 

6 

4 

- 

. 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Autho¬ 
rity  . 

41 

21 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

TOTAL  . 

47 

25 

— 

— 
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2. — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or 
more  separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two, 
three  or  more  “  cases  ”). 


Particulars 

(1) 

N' 

Amber  of  c 
w 

ases  in  which  defects 
ere  found 

No.  of  cases  in 
which  prosecutions 
were  instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 

To  HM. 
Inspector 
(4) 

rred 

By  HM. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  clean¬ 
liness  (S.l.)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 
(S.2)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature 
(S.3)  . 

.  — 

-  -  - 

. 

Inadequate 
ventilation 
(S.4)  . 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  . 

Sanitary  Con¬ 
veniences  (S.7) 
(a)  Insufficient 

{b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

(c)  Not  sepa¬ 
rate  for  sexes 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relat¬ 
ing  to  Out¬ 
work) 

■ 

-  -  - 

■ 

_ 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

TOTAL 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Holly  Dene, 

High  Street, 
Uttoxeter. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Uttoxeter  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Davies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  on  the  work  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspector’s  department  for  the  year  1961. 

During  the  year  further  progress  was  made  in  dealing  with 
unfit  houses,  and  17  such  houses  were  demolished,  and  Demolition 
Orders  made  in  respect  of  a  further  6  houses. 

In  August  the  new  Restaurant  to  serve  both  the  Town  Hall  and 
Cattle  Market  was  opened,  thus  providing  a  much  needed  amenity. 

The  Produce  Market,  however,  still  gives  rise  to  much  concern 
in  relation  to  stalls  used  for  the  sale  of  meat,  fish  and  confectionery. 

In  1960  a  total  of  6,390  animals  was  killed  in  the  Urban  district, 
but  in  1961  the  number  was  7,839  an  increase  of  approximately 
25%  ;  your  Public  Health  Inspectors  carried  out  100%  inspection 
work. 

The  quality  of  the  meat  was  of  the  usual  high  standard  and  the 
amount  of  condemned  meat  was  again  reduced — a  total  of  3,107  lbs. 
of  which  only  171  lbs.  was  attributed  to  tuberculosis. 

Works  of  improvement  to  bring  slaughterhouses  to  the  required 
legal  standard  proceeded  during  the  year,  and  no  difficulty  was 
anticipated  in  completing  the  work  by  the  appointed  day. 

In  the  body  of  the  report  is  summarised  details  of  your  In¬ 
spectors’  work  for  the  year.  It  is  necessary  to  point  out  that  your 
two  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  one  lady  clerk  comprise  the  sole 
staff  for  both  the  Urban  and  Rural  districts. 

As  a  result  it  has  been  impossible  to  carry  out  as  many  routine 
inspections  as  I  consider  desirable. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Davies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  WARD. 
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The  arrangement  made  between  the  Uttoxeter  Urban  and 
Rural  District  Councils  means  that  your  Health  Inspectors  con¬ 
tinue  to  carry  out  inspectorial  duties  for  the  two  areas. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Inspections — Summary  of  Visits 

Inspection  of  houses  for  general  defects  and  also  re  : 

Rent  Act,  1957  .  .  .  .  .  42 

Inspection  of  houses  re  :  Application  for  Council  houses  5 

Re-inspection  of  houses  regarding  repairs  .  .  12 

Visits  to  houses  (Slum  Clearance)  .  47 

Inspection  of  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  .  15 

Verminous  and  Dirty  Premises  12 

Sanitary  Accommodation  and  Drainage  work  14 

Meat  Inspection  624 

Food  Premises — Ice  Cream  .  10 

Other  Foods  .  18 

Catering  Establishments  .  15 

Licensed  Premises  .  8 

Food  Hygiene,  Market  Stalls  .  20 

Slaughterhouses  and  Slaughterman’s  Licences  .  22 

Infectious  Diseases  .  20 

Ditches  and  Water  Courses  .  6 

Refuse  Receptacles  .  8 

Offensive  Accumulations  12 

Rodent  Control  .  41 

Factories  (including  Bakehouses)  .  24 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  10 

Smoke  Abatement  .  16 

Noise  Abatement .  19 

t  Other  Nuisances  .  12 

Miscellaneous  Visits  .  49 

Theatres  and  Cinema  .  11 


TOTAL  .  1,092 
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Notices  Served 


Notices  served  during  Year 

No. 

Served 

No.  Complied  with 
{Served  1961  and 
previously) 

Informal  notices  and  letters  as 
to  general  matters . 

14 

12 

Verbal  notices  as  to  general 
matters  . 

23 

23 

Informal  notices  to  provide 
dustbins 

3 

3 

Statutory  Notices  : 

(a)  Housing  Act,  1957 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Nil 

Nil 

Complaints  received  and  dealt  with  during  the  year 


Total  number  received  .  25 

General  Disrepair  of  Dwellings  .  5 

Others  .  20 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937/1959 


Premises 

Number  on 
Register 

Number  of 
Inspections 

(1)  Non-Mechanical  . 

6 

4 

(2)  Mechanical  Factories  . 

41 

21 

TOTAL  . 

47 

25 

Two  cases  of  contraventions  of  the  Factories  Act  were  referred 
by  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories,  and  were  remedied  after  informal 
action. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


A  rodent  operative  is  employed  for  duties  in  both  the  Urban 
and  Rural  areas  and  works  under  the  supervision  of  your  Public 
Health  Inspectors. 

Throughout  the  district  a  free  service  of  rat  disinfestation  is 
provided  for  residential  property,  while  the  cost  of  the  work  at 
business  premises  is  rechargeable.  In  three  cases  contracts  have 
been  entered  into  for  disinfestation  work  at  business  premises. 

Number  of  infestations  found  and  dealt  with  during  1961. 


(а)  Private  dwellings  (including  Council  houses)  213 

(б)  Business  premises  .  29 

(c)  Local  Authority  Property  .  21 


SEWER  TREATMENT 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Agri¬ 
culture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  the  treatment  of  sewers  was  carried 
out  to  ascertain  any  evidence  of  rat  infestation. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  obtained. 

October,  1961 


No.  of  Manholes 

Complete  take 

Partial 

No 

treated 

of  test  bait 

take 

take 

54 

12 

1 

41 

The  infestations  were  distributed  fairly  generally  in  the  older 
parts  of  the  town*. 


FUMIGATION  WORK 

Cockroach  infestation  still  persists  in  certain  of  the  pre-war 
Council  houses,  and  a  total  of  97  fumigations  has  been  carried  out. 
In  addition  5  houses  have  been  treated  for  ant  and  flea  infestations. 


NIGHTSOIL  COLLECTION  SERVICE 

The  U  ttoxeter  Rural  District  Council  undertakes  the  emptying 
of  all  tanks  and  pails  after  Race  Meetings  and  other  outside  events 
held  on  the  Racecourse. 

They  also  empty  weekly  25  pails  from  private  dwellings. 
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HOUSING 


During  the  year  further  progress  was  made  in  the  Council’s 
scheme  of  clearance  of  unfit  houses. 

A  total  of  17  unfit  houses  was  demolished  during  1961  as 
follows  : — 

22,  24,  26,  28,  Balance  Hill. 

3,  Balance  Street  (in  conjunction  with  No.  1). 
7,  9,  11,  Cheadle  Road. 

Cottage,  Bramshall  Road,  Kiddlestitch. 

10,  12,  14,  16,  Manor  Terrace. 

1,  3,  5,  7,  Shaw’s  Yard,  Carter  Street. 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  the  following  6 
houses  : — 

5,  7,  Balance  Hill. 

3,  Balance  Street. 

96,  98,  Cheadle  Road. 

50,  Holly  Road 

Unfit  houses  purchased  by  the  Council  for  demolition  totalled 
1 1  as  follows  : — 

40,  42,  44,  46,  Bradley  Street. 

45,  Church  Street. 

67,  69,  71,  73,  Park  Street. 

1,  6,  Silver  Street. 

Undertakings  were  accepted  in  respect  of  the  following  6 
houses  : — 

2,  Ashbourne  Road. 

13,  15,  17,  Bradley  Street. 

25,  27,  Carter  Street. 


CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOP¬ 
MENT  ACT,  1960 

During  1961,  7  applications  were  made  for  caravan  site  licences, 
and  of  this  number  6  were  approved,  1  being  refused  for  Planning 
reasons. 


RENT  ACT,  1957 

The  figures  given  below  show  the  action  taken  under  the  above 


Act. 

Applications  received  for  Certificate  of  Disrepair  2 

Council’s  decision  to  issue  Certificate  .  2 

Undertakings  received  from  landlords  .  2 

Certificates  issued  .  1 

Certificates  cancelled  .  1 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


A  report  on  slaughterhouse  facilities  within  the  Urban  area 
was  submitted  to  the  Council  and  approved  by  them  on  the  4th 
July,  1960.  The  report  was  issued  on  the  13th  July  and  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  Ministry  that  the  31st  May,  1961,  should  be  the 
appointed  day  by  which  all  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  should 
comply  in  all  respects  with  the  legislation  made  under  the  Slaughter¬ 
houses  Act,  1958. 

All  the  premises  were  classified  as  not  complying  with  the 
requirements,  but  could  be  made  to  comply  by  the  appointed  day. 
The  suggested  appointed  day  had  been  agreed  with  occupiers  of 
slaughterhouses,  and  details  of  work  required  had  been  submitted 
by  the  Health  Inspectors. 

Subsequently,  following  a  local  representation  to  the  Ministry 
for  an  extension  of  time,  the  1st  April,  1962,  was  made  the  appointed 
day. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1958 

The  above  legislation  requires  the  licensing  of  persons  to 
slaughter  and  stun  animals  in  slaughterhouses  and  knacker  yards, 
and  16  licences  were  granted  during  the  year. 


INCIDENCE  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  IN  CATTLE  AND  PIGS 

* 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in 
cattle  and  pigs  for  the  last  7  years. 


Year 

Cows 

and 

Bulls 

Heifers 

and 

Bullocks 

Pigs 

Total  weight 
condemned  for 
Tuberculosis 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

32.5% 

20.3% 

24.36% 

27.0% 

3.6% 

Nil 

Nil 

11.1% 

9.2% 

8.32% 

9.26% 

4.7% 

1.49% 

Nil 

4.1% 

3.4% 

3.04% 

2.42% 

2.23% 

1-7% 

0.9% 

6,552  lbs. 
5,672  lbs. 
7,121  lbs. 
6,137  lbs. 
2,864  lbs. 

797  lbs. 

171  lbs. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION 
Particulars  of  Food  Inspected  during  1981 

{a)  Meat  :  Carcases  inspected  and  condemnations  made. 


Cows 
and  Bulls 

Heifers 

and 

Bullocks 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  and  notified . 

252 

870 

71 

3,726 

2,920 

Number  inspected  . 

252 

870 

71 

3,726 

2,920 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticercosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned . 

4 

1 

Part  or  organ  „ 

82 

86 

1 

46 

42 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  Cysticercosis 

32.5% 

9.8% 

1.4% 

1.34% 

1.4% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Part  or  organ  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

27 

Percentage  affected  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0.9% 

Cysticercosis  only 

Whole  carcase  condemned 

Part  or  organ  condemned 

— 

— 

— • 

. 

Weight  of  meat  condemned  for  Tuberculosis  =  171  lbs. 

Weight  of  meat  condemned  for  other  diseases  =  2,936  lbs. 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned  .  =  3,107  lbs. 


(h)  Other  Food  condemned  : 


23  tins  fruit 

69 

lbs. 

12  „  meat  . 

86 

7  „  vegetables 

8 

?5 

minced  beef  &  sausages 

24 

5? 

raisins  . 

30 

biscuits 

125 

342  lbs. 


Tons  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 
Total  weight  of  all  food  condemned  =1  10  3  5 
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FOOD  SAMPLING 


List  of  Samples  taken  during  1961 

I  am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
following  information  relating  to  sampling  carried  out  by  the 
County  Council’s  Officers  during  1961. 


Article 

No.  of 
Samples 
Submitted 

Genuine 

Adulterated 

or 

Mislabelled 

Milk  . 

41 

41 

T.T.  Milk  . 

326 

320 

6 

T.T.  Channel  Islands  Milk 

24 

24 

— 

Total  Milk  Samples  . 

391 

385 

6 

Refined  Bicarbonate  of 
Soda  B.P.  . 

1 

1 

— 

Strawberry  Jam  Jelly 

2 

2 

— 

Blackcurrant  Jam 

1 

1 

— 

Apple  Joy  . 

1 

1 

— 

Creamed  Horseradish 
(real  cream)  . 

1 

1 

_ 

Self  Raising  Flour 

1 

1 

— 

Condensed  Full  Cream 
Milk  Unsweetened 

2 

2 

Desiccated  Coconut 

1 

1 

— 

Cherry  Sultana  Slab 

1 

1 

— 

Cleaned  Currants 

1 

1 

— 

Total  Number  of 

Samples 

12 

12 
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FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS 

Routine  inspections  of  shops,  food  preparing  premises,  etc., 
have  continued,  and  a  slow  but  steady  improvement  in  food  hygiene 
has  been  noted. 

Contraventions  of  the  regulations  have  been  dealt  with  in¬ 
formally  and  no  legal  action  has  been  found  necessary. 

32  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream,  and  this 
includes  2  premises  where  ice  cream  is  manufactured.  8  premises 
are  also  registered  for  the  preparation  and  manufacture  of  pre¬ 
served  food. 

During  the  year  further  progress  was  made  in  raising  the 
standard  of  the  food  preparing  premises  at  the  Town  Hall  and 
Cattle  Market. 

A  modern  Restaurant  was  provided  at  the  rear  of  the  Town 
Hall,  and  this  together  with  new  sanitary  facilities  are  now  available 
for  Town  Hall  functions  and  for  the  use  of  the  Cattle  Market. 

Consideration  should  now  be  given  to  improvements  in  the 
standard  of  hygiene  at  the  Produce  Market,  particularly  in  relation 
to  the  stalls  from  which  meat,  fish  and  confectionery  are  sold. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1959 

Number  of  licensed  distributors  of  milk  in  the  Uttoxeter 


Urban  District  Council  area  .  14 

(a)  Pasteurised  milk  .  11 

lb)  Sterilised  milk  .  9 

(c)  Tuberculin  tested  milk  9 


In  addition  there  are  2  producer  retailers  of  Tuberculin  Tested 
milk  whose  licences  are  granted  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food. 


Results  of  Milk  Samples  taken  during  1961 

Samples  of  milk  are  tested  for  cleanliness,  efficient  pasteurisa¬ 
tion  and  sterilisation,  and  the  presence  of  tuberculosis  organisms. 

All  samples  passed  the  tests  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following 
table. 


Test 

No,  of 
Samples 

Passed 

Failed 

Void 

Methylene  Blue 

120 

115 

— 

5 

Phosphatase  Test  . 

107 

— 

— 

— 

Turbidity  Test 

42 

— 

— 

— 

Biological  Test 

13 

37 


